
 
 
 

 

“A Long Way Gone is one of the most important war stories of our generation. The arming of 
children is among the greatest evils of the modern world, and yet we know so little about it because 
the children themselves are swallowed up by the very wars they are forced to wage. Ishmael Beah 
has not only emerged intact from this chaos, he has become one of its most eloquent 
chroniclers. We ignore his message at our peril.”  

—Sebastian Junger, author of A Death in Belmont and The Perfect Storm  
 

“This is a beautifully written book. Ishmael Beah describes the unthinkable in calm, 
unforgettable language; his memoir is an important testament to the children elsewhere who 
continue to be conscripted into armies and militias.”  
—Steve Coll, author of Ghost Wars: The Secret History of the CIA, Afghanistan, and Bin Laden, 
from the Soviet Invasion to September 10, 2001, winner of the 2005 Pulitzer Prize for General 
Nonfiction  
 
“A Long Way Gone is a wrenching, beautiful, and mesmerizing tale. Beah’s amazing saga 
provides a haunting lesson about how gentle folks can be capable of great brutalities as well as 
goodness and courage. It will leave you breathless.”  

—Walter Isaacson, author of Benjamin Franklin: An American Life 

 

 

 

Teacher’s guide available for free download at 
http://www.alongwaygone.com/media/ALongWayGone_TeachersGuide.pdf 
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